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Advanced Constitutional History II : The History of Federalism 
 
Module 1: Definition and Origins of Federalism in India 
 
1. What is federalism? 
2. What is Indian federalism? 
3. Origins of Indian federalism in the twentieth century. 
4. Roots of Indian federalism in Gandhian thought. 
 
Module 2: Distribution of Power I 
 
1. Talks leading to vertical distribution of power in the Indian constitution. 
2.  Talks leading to division of powers in the legislative lists: union, state and 

concurrent. 
3. Union’s executive authority and the long arm of the union, i.e. the emergency 

provisions in the Indian constitution. 
4. History of the emergency provisions. 
 
Module 3: Distribution of Power II 
 
1. History of the discussions leading to the need for national planning in India.  
2. The establishment of the Planning Commission and its structure: [a.] Jawaharlal 

Nehru’s role in it, and [b.] the roles of other early members of the Planning 
Commission such as V.T.Krishnamachary and Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis. 

3. Redefining of the linguistic provinces in India in the 1950s and the history of the 
language wars. 

4. Integration of the Indian Princely States in the Indian union. 
 
Module 4: History of the Legislative System in India: 
 
1. Introduction of the parliamentary system in India in the twentieth century. 
2. The development of the parliamentary system through the three Indian Councils Acts 

of the twentieth century: the Morley-Minto Reforms [1909], the Montague-
Chelmsford Accord [1919] and the Government of India Act [1935]. 

3. Development of representative government and the system of power sharing, 
especially the introduction of the diarchy system and provincial autonomy. 

4. Role of the Council of States in the Indian federal system. 
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